The Origins Project Iceland Experience
September 21, 2022 - September 25, 2022
Snaefellsnes Peninsula, Golden Circle, Carbfix Carbon Capture Utility at Hellisheidi Geothermal Power
Plant, Blue Lagoon and Reykjavik

Trip Summary
From September 21 to 25, The Origins Project Foundation will host a group of 40 travelers on a tour of
some of Iceland’s spectacular geological wonders, breathtaking natural scenery, and globally significant
climate research and energy innovations. This land of fire and ice is replete with striking glaciers,
including the largest in Europe, unique wildlife habitats, vast lava fields and craters, beautiful waterfalls,
mountains of pumice and ash, geysers and volcanoes.
During this brief but packed Iceland Experience, Origins travelers will be emmersed in the dazzling
beauty of the Snaefellsnes Peninsula, take an exciting close-up look at the active geological features of
the ‘golden circle’, and learn about cutting-edge science that powers the nation and cleans the
atmosphere. The Icelandic culture also offers a rich history alongside literary, culinary, artisan, and
technological excellence, each of which can be enjoyed in the charming capital city of Reykjavik.
Tour guides and guest lecturers will provide insights on Iceland’s unique climate and environmental
features as well as history and technological advances that underpin an approach to sustainability that is
unique across Europe. Among the highlights, Origins travelers will get an exclusive introduction to one of
the world's first commercial carbon capture and storage facilities, and attend an evening lecture and
panel discussion by Origins president Lawrence Krauss and Nobel Laureate Barry Barish.
Our one-time-only tour is being organized in partnership with REISEbazaar, who will be coordinating
logistical details. Payments will be made directly to REISEbazaar, who will be working closely with our
Origins team to ensure a smooth experience – before, during and after the tour.
Welcome to Iceland!

Daily Information

Day 1: The Snaefellesnes Peninsula
September 21, 2022
The Snaefellsnes Peninsula is often referred to as ‘Iceland in miniature’. The 90-km long peninsula is a
legendary area of magic and beauty, offering the best Iceland has to offer, including glaciers, fjords, hot
springs, volcanoes and lava fields to admire. Key stops include the imposing Gerduberg Cliffs, Ytri Tunga
Seal Beach, the lovely waterfall of Bjarnarfoss and the photogenic Budakirkja Black Church. Active
travelers will relish the hike from Arnarstapi to Hellnar, which winds through lava fields with spectacular
rock formations and sea caves.
The journey begins by driving from Reykjavik to Borganes for lunch with the group, then on to the stoic
Gerðuberg basalt columns. This area features in the 2013 movie “The Secret Life of Walter Mitty”. The
tour continues along the southern shore of the peninsula to the famous Arnarstapi cliffs, and then a
scenic drive or walk to Hellnar. The day ends with a group dinner at the Fosshotel in Hellnar.
Highlights day 1:
•
•
•
•
•
•

Scenic drive to the peninsula
Gerðuberg basalt columns
Ytri Tunga Seal Beach
Bjarnarfoss waterfall and the Budakirkja Black Church
Cliffs at Arnarstapi
Scenic coastal drive or walk to Hellnar

Day 2: The Snaefellesnes Peninsula and return to Reykjavik
September 22, 2022
The far western section of the peninsula is occupied by the Snaefellsjokull National Park. This is
Iceland’s smallest National Park and offers breathtaking scenery, the glistening ice cap of the volcano
Snæfellsjökull, lava fields, caves, the Djupalonssandur Black Beach, Saxholar Crater, waterfalls and
fishing villages.
We start our day by going underground for a fascinating Lava Cave tour. We then visit Djúpalónssandur
beach. The beach features a unique lava rock formation with a hole in the centre and others associated
with several folklores. Travelers who feel up to it can try their strength with the ‘Stones of Trial’.
On our way to see the uniquely golden Skardsvik beach, one of the few beaches in Iceland that does not
consist of black sand, we will stop to admire views of the glacier-capped stratovolcano Snæfellsjökull,
which was the location of the entrance to the earth’s core in Jules Verne’s 1863 novel Journey to the
Center of the Earth. We will stop for lunch at the wonderful Rjukandi restaurant in Hellisandur.
On our journey back to Reykjavik, travellers will enjoy the picturesque church-shaped mountain Kirkjufell
and a wonderful little waterfall Kirkjufellsfoss – now famous as a filming location for Game of Thrones.
The day ends in Reykjavik where the group will dine together at the Alda Hotel.

Highlights day 2:
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Snæfellsnes National Park
Vatnshellir Cave Tour
Djúpalónssandur Black Beach
Snæfellsjökull glacier and Saxhall crater
Skardsvik Golden Beach
Hellissandur
Kirkjufell mountain and waterfall
Scenic drive and return to Reykjavik

Day 3: Carbfix Carbon Capture Utility at Hellisheidi Geothermal Power Plant,
Blue Lagoon, and Evening Reykjavik lecture.
September 23, 2022
The Mid-Atlantic Rift runs through Iceland, separating the North American and Eurasian tectonic plates.
As they pull apart, magma is brought up from the mantle, making Iceland prone to earthquakes and
eruptions, and a hot-bed of geothermal activity. Two of the tour highlights today exists because of this
activity.
The day starts with a visit to the Hellisheidi Geothermal Power Station - one of the largest single-site
geothermal power plants on the planet. This is the location of the world’s largest commercial facility for
direct air capture and CO2 storage. Our visit will be hosted by the scientists who created the facility. This
will be a unique opportunity for Origins Travelers to see a facility that is not open to the public, and to
hear from the inventors about this potential prototype for capturing CO2 from the atmosphere and storing
it in rock as a means to stem climate change.
Geothermal energy is used in Iceland to provide hot water to the towns, and for electricity (although it is a
common misconception that this is the main source of electricity, which is actually hydro-power. Over 70
percent of Iceland’s primary energy consumption is from renewable sources. Non-renewable sources are
mainly only used for transport. The Hellisheiði Power Plant is located on the Hengill Geothermal Area, a
highly active region in the south-west of the country.
Our next stop will be the Blue Lagoon, one of Iceland's iconic tourist destinations. Set in a magnificent
black-lava field, the cyan Blue Lagoon spa is fed water from the futuristic Svartsengi geothermal plant;
with its silver towers, roiling clouds of steam, and people daubed in white silica mud, it's an otherworldly
place. For those who prefer not to go into the lagoon itself, there will be an option to take part in activities
nearby in Keflavik such as Viking World, museums, or other historic sites.

For those who prefer not to go into the lagoon itself, there will be an option to take another tour nearby.
Weather permitting, the Reykjanes Geopark tour will begin by visiting Gunnuhver – a geothermal area of
mud pools. From Gunnuhver, the next stop will be the lava cliffs at Brimketill, where wild ocean waves
have carved a small “pool” into the edge of the cliffs. The waves are very wild there even in relatively
calm weather.
Throughout the Geopark lava craters and small volcanoes give a clear impression what forces that were
at play when this area was active. Standing on the cliffs of Valahnukar one can see many different kinds
of birds, and at Reykjanesviti you can visit Iceland’s oldest and most popular lighthouse. One of The
highlight of the tour is walking between the two continental plates, crossing over the famous “Bridge
between the continents”. In the event of inclement weather, there will be indoor opportunities to explore
Viking World and Museums After a group dinner at restaurant Monkey in Reykjavik, there will be a
climate-related public lecture and panel event with the Origins speakers at the University of Reykjavik.

Highlights day 3
•
•
•
•

Hellisheiðarvirkjun
Blue Lagoon or Keflavik sites
Dinner at restaurant Monkey
Evening event at University of Reykjavik

Day 4: The Golden Circle and Glacier Snowmobile
September 24, 2022
After breakfast, the day begins with a drive to Gullfoss, and on to the Langjøkul Glacier. After arriving at
the glacier basecamp, we will head off for a Snowmobile tour on the glacier (2 persons per snowmobile).
After lunch in Gullfoss we will visit and view one of Europe’s largest waterfalls.
Our next stop will be Haukadalur where you will be able to stand up close to the erupting geyser,
Strokkur. The area is full of small hot springs and the geyser is one of the worlds wonders.
Our last stop of the day is Thingvellir, site of the Viking Parliament (Alþingi), which is the longest running
parliament in the world. Its first meeting was in 930 AD and it continued at this site until 1798, when it
was moved to Reykjavik. The National Park Thingvellir is also a geological wonder, at this place two
tectonic plates meet – the Eurasian and American plates. You will get the chance to see the edges of
both plates, with the possibility to take a short walk in between the plates!

We will return to Reykjavik where we will enjoy a final dinner together and have chance to say our
farewells and thanks.

Highlights day 4
•
•
•
•
•

Langjøkul Glacier snowmobile tour
Gullfoss Waterfall
Strokkur.Geyser
Thingvellir
Closing Dinner, thanks

Day 5: Departure
September 25, 2022
Free Time, Goodbyes and Departure - Breakfast and Free morning at leisure in Reykjavik – Group
transfer to the airport from hotel.

Your hotels
Fosshotel Hellnar is situated in
the countryside of Hellnar.
The rooms at the hotel come
equipped with Wi-Fi, TVs, and
private bathrooms.
The hotel features an on-site
restaurant and a library lounge.

Alda Hotel Reykjavik is located on the main
shopping street, Laugavegur, in the centre of
Iceland's vibrant capital city.
Facilities and services available for guests'
convenience include a barber, a restaurant, hot tub,
complimentary phones, and a gym and sauna.

The ORIGINS Project Foundation
Our goal is to enrich your perspective of your place in the cosmos by providing access to the
people who are driving the future of society in the 21st century, and to the ideas that are changing
our understanding of ourselves and our world.
The ORIGINS Project Foundation inspires and educates through provocative and exciting public events
and podcasts. The expertise of the individuals and the subjects they discuss range over the full expanse of
human intellectual inquiry–from fundamental questions about the Universe and humanity to issues at the
intersection of popular culture and science. We also organize global excursions to interact with thought
leaders, often with access to areas and projects normally beyond the reach of the general public.
Ultimately, we are committed to inspiring wonder and excitement about the world around us. The ORIGINS
Project Foundation focuses on celebrating knowledge, skeptical inquiry, and creativity. By doing so, we
hope to help provide broader a perspective for dealing with the challenges of the 21st century.
We invite you to engage in a new kind of expedition designed to challenge your mind, delight your senses,
and enrich your perspective. Each trip offers a unique set of experiences that will transform the way you
think about the world, the ideas shaping society, and your place within it.
ORIGINS Travel Adventures provide unprecedented access for small groups to visit sites of great historical
significance and natural wonders as well as interact with the people who are at the forefront of discoveries
and ideas. The itineraries include visits to places that are not accessible to the public, such as laboratories,
research sites, and feature lectures by special guest speakers who are directly involved with making
ground-breaking discoveries and changing the way people view themselves and their surroundings. These
adventures attract a diverse group of fascinating people from around the world and the conversations
amongst new friends on these journeys add a richness to the overall experience that many ORIGINS
travelers describe as ‘transformational’.
The ORIGINS Project Foundation is a 501(c)(3) non-profit charitable organization led by Lawrence M.
Krauss, with a governing board of directors, and an external advisory board including Nobel Laureates,
award-winning authors, distinguished scientists, artists, and business people.
Donations to support our mission are tax exempt.

Registration for the Origins Iceland Experience will be limited to
40 participants, and the registration roster will be open until that
limit is reached.
Price
For those arriving in Iceland on Sept 21:
(Based on effective exchange rates as of 6th November 2021: USD = NOK 8,78)
• Price per person in shared twin / double room is USD 2 390
• Single supplement USD 595

For those arriving in Iceland on Sept 20:
There will be an additional supplement for one extra night (Sept 20-21) at Hotel Alda for these participants.
This surcharge will also cover an arrival shuttle transfer Rates are per person in room type
• Shared twin/double room from USD 195 | Deluxe room from USD 224
• Single room standard from USD 327 | Deluxe room from USD 420

Included:
•
•
•
•
•
•

Meet & Greet in Reykjavik
Local English-speaking guides
Tour Coordinator with the group 24/7
Private coach (50-seater) for transportation day 1, 2, 3, 4, 5
1 night / 2-day tour of the Snaefellsnes Peninsula 21-22/09
23/09: Private visit to Carbfix Carbon Capture Utility at Hellisheidi Geothermal Power Plant, Blue
Lagoon, and Evening Reykjavik lecture
• 24/09: Full day tour "Golden Circle" with visits to Thingvellir, Geyser, Gullfoss Waterfall, Hotspring
bath, Snowmobile on glacier
• 4 x breakfast, 4 x lunch & 4 x dinner
• 25/09: Group departure transfer (1 shuttle bus)

Excluded
• Tips & Gratuities
• Cancel and Travel Insurance (can be provided)

Terms and Conditions
A deposit of USD 240 WILL secure your place on this tour. This not refundable in case of cancellations. See
below for payment conditions:
•
•
•
•
•
•

more than 70 days will incur the loss of deposit paid
Full payment is due 70 days prior to departure and after this the following conditions apply.
69-56 days before departure 30%
55-42 days before departure 60%
41-28 days before departure 90%
Less than 28 days before departure 100%

The % indicated how much we will charge of the amount paid.
NOTE: ONLY FULLY VACCINATED INDIVIDUALS WILL BE ELIGIBLE FOR THIS TRAVEL EXPERIENCE.
PROOF OF VACCINATION WILL BE REQUIRED BEFORE FULL PAYMENT IS ACCEPTED.

TO REGISTER FOR THIS TRIP – click here
This will take you to our registration page to send us your details. Once we have allocated your accommodation
space you will receive a payment link with your invoice for the non-refundable deposit payment.
Final payment will be +/- 90 days prior to departure.

Payments can be done with the following credit cards; VISA, Mastercard (no fee applied) or
Amex (add a 3% service fee)

